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November 28, 2018 
 
The Florida Osteopathic Medical Association (FOMA) unequivocally supports 
the independence of a hospital's medical staff. Further, the relationship 
between patients and their primary care physicians is a sacrosanct one, one 
that is not arrived at lightly, or casually disregarded based on economic 
interests. Regardless of employer, medical staff members of the same 
discipline who are afforded the same set of clinical privileges within a facility, 
should have equitable opportunity to care for their patients without prejudice. 
Eliminating physicians without recourse, absent publicized, objective and 
validated metrics, is detrimental to the quality of care for the patient. The FOMA 
is profoundly concerned about the implementation of such actions due to the 
adverse impact on the quality of care our patients receive. The FOMA 
represents more than 8,000 Florida-licensed osteopathic physicians. 
 
Thank you,  
 

 
Joshua D. Lenchus, DO, RPh, FACP, SFHM 
President 
Florida Osteopathic Medical Association 
 
JDL/ml 
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 December 17, 2018 

 The Florida Geriatrics Society (FGS) is unequivocally opposed to the proposed changes at 

Naples Community Hospital. FGS understands that the relationship between patients and providers is 

of utmost importance. The best outcome patients receive is when the person directly overseeing 

their care and the person directly selecting consultants is their primary care provider or the 

hospitalist the provider has chosen as the admitting physician.  

Multiple national studies show that when the primary care physician admits patients, this 

yields better 30-day survival rates, increases the number of discharges to home rather than to a 

facility, and results in less cost to Medicare. It goes without saying that the primary care physician’s 

personal knowledge of the patient is important in improving outcomes. The very nature of older 

patients makes them exceptionally vulnerable to iatrogenic illness, illness that is caused inadvertently 

when a patient is being treated during a hospital stay. Their primary care physician or his/her 

designee is the logical and best choice to supervise care.  

The Florida Geriatric Society values the relationship between patients and providers and 

feels strongly that patients have a right to choose their own physician, not simply to be assigned 

randomly to a physician based on the unit to which they are admitted. 

An affiliate of the 75-year-old American Geriatrics Society, the premiere professional society 

for geriatricians in the United States, the Florida Geriatrics Society and the national organization are 

dedicated to the goal of improving the health, independence, and quality of life for all older people. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ronald T. Garry, M.D., FACP, AGSF 

President, The Florida Geriatrics Society 
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December 14, 2018 
 
Mariann MacDonald 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
NCH Naples Hospital Inc. 
350 7th Street North 
Naples, FL 34102 
 
Dear Mrs. MacDonald: 
 
The Florida Chapter of the American College of Physicians strongly condemns the decision of Naples Community 
Hospital governing body to prevent patients' primary care physicians from treating their own patients at the 
Hospital. 

The American College of Physicians is the largest specialty society, representing all Internal Medicine and its 
sub-specialties.  

The internist is dedicated to the patient and the long-term continuity of care that comprises the physician-
patient relationship. It is unconscionable that any entity would seek to disrupt that relationship for any reasons, 
especially one based on financial concerns. The Florida Chapter of the American College of Physicians fully 
opposes the decision of Naples Community Hospital to prevent physicians from taking care of their own 
patients in the hospital. This reprehensible action violates the very core of the relationship created between 
patient and physician. In addition, the closing of the hospital to non-employed physicians is not based on any 
scientific data or quality measures and jeopardizes the health and well-being of the patients. 

This action attacks the very foundation of the community created by the physicians in the area who are 
responsible for the health of that community.  We ask that Naples Community hospital immediately rescind this 
outrageous policy in order to allow patients to be cared for by the physicians who know them best. The Florida 
Chapter stands with our colleagues in Naples and is fully committed to ensure the rights of patients to choose 
their doctors and the rights of physicians to continue to take care of their patients. 

Respectfully, 

 

Jason M. Goldman, MD, FACP 
Governor/President, Florida Chapter of the American College of Physicians 

Jason M. Goldman, MD FACP 
President & Governor, ACP 
Manning H. Hanline, MD FACP 
Governor, ACP 

 

 
 

 
 

BILL BARNETT
MAYOR

December 6, 2018

Mariann MacDonald – Board Chair
Board of Trustees 2018-2019
NCH Healthcare System, Inc.
NCH Naples Hospital, Inc.
1895 E. Gordon Drive
Naples, FL 34102

Dear Chair MacDonald and Members of the Board of Trustees,

Since I first came to live in Naples in 1973, Naples Community Hospital has been a 
significant part of the fabric of the town.  Since first being elected to Naples City Council in 
1984, I have served our residents as Mayor or a member of Council for almost 27 years.  I 
have had, and continue to have, a good relationship with NCH administration, as well as 
with countless doctors and medical professionals, and those who live in our town.  There 
have been many measurable improvements over the years in health care outcomes, due in 
no small degree to the efforts of NCH.  Efforts I am pleased to support and be a part of, 
such as the current Blue Zone project.  

However, as I expect you already know, I have heard from many unhappy and distraught 
members of our community since this issue of seemingly restricting personal physicians in 
favor of hospital employed doctors has surfaced and it has continued nonstop.  There have 
been e-mails, phone calls, and personal communications in the grocery store and 
elsewhere.  The community response against the NCH proposal is almost unprecedented in 
recent times.  At the December 5th City Council meeting residents, doctors, and 
representatives of the Collier County Medical Society called on us as their elected 
representatives to take action.

It is understood by City Council that we have no authority to run your hospital, and we do 
not want to try.  We recognize that care and wellness of patients is a top priority for all 
involved.  With this common ground as a starting point, my colleagues on City Council have 
asked that I draft this letter to you.  It is our position that the NCH Board needs to take a 
step back and listen to what our entire Naples Community is asking them before moving full 
steam ahead. 

The Council is concerned that the quality of health care may be compromised by this new 
policy.  The citizens that we collectively serve are cared for professionally by very good 
physicians who perform important services.   It is concerning to hear public angst over such 

Download full letters and sign a petition at 
ccmsonline.org/patientchoice

•	 On Oct. 23, NCH medical staff voted 
unanimously to reject this policy.

•	 95% of local physicians surveyed do 
not agree with NCH’s policy. 

•	 More than 10,000 Community 
Members have signed our petition. 

•	 Experts and local leaders have 
joined CCMS in publicly expressing  
concern about the policy: 
•	 Florida Medical Association
•	 American College of Physicians FL Chapter  
•	 Florida Geriatrics Society
•	 Florida Osteopathic Medical Association
•	 Mayor Bill Barnett, Naples City Council
•	 Collier County Commissioner Andy Solis
•	 Collier County Commissioner Penny Taylor
•	 Naples Daily News Editorial Board

Full letters available at: 
ccmsonline.org/patientchoice


