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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Register at www.ccmsonline.org or call (239) 435-7727

July 28-30, 2023
FMA Annual Meeting    
Hyatt Regency Orlando
Register at flmedical.org

Friday, August 11, 6:00pm
CCMS After 5 Social   
Stay tuned for details

Friday, September 8, 6:00pm
CCMS & LCMS After 5 Social   

NCH Bonita Ambulatory Surgery Center

Saturday, September 30, 8:00am
Foundation of CCMS 

“Docs & Duffers” Charity Golf Tournament    
Kensington Golf & Country Club

Open to the public
Support opportunities at ccmsfoundation.org

Wednesday, October 4, 6:00pm
CCMS Women Physicians Social    

Seasons 52 

Thursday, October 19, 6:00pm
CCMS After 5 Social    
Gardens at Terracina

Thursday, October 26, 6:00pm
CCMS Fall General Membership Meeting  

Moorings Park Auditorium

CCMS Board of Directors
2023-2024

President
Gary Swain, M.D.

 Vice President Treasurer Secretary
 Zubin Pachori, M.D. George Brinnig, M.D. Jose Baez, M.D.
 Immediate Past President Officer/Director at Large  Directors at Large
 Rebecca Smith, M.D. Glenn Groat, M.D. Alexandra Grace, D.O., Erik Hiester, D.O. 

Ex Officio Directors: April Donahue, Executive Director, CCMS, CCMS Alliance Board Liaison Michael Schoeller, D.O., Resident Physician Representative

Views and opinions expressed in The Forum are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the Collier County Medical Society’s Board of Directors, staff or advertisers. Copy deadline 
for editorial and advertising submission is the 15th of the month preceding publication. The editorial staff of The Forum reserves the right to edit or reject any submission.

Premier
Circle of Friends

Karen Mosteller, CPA, CHBC • 239-261-5554
kmosteller@markham-norton.com

markham-norton.com

Sunil Muley • 239-919-1361
sunil.muley@lmcu.org

LMCU.org

Take Action
#FixMedicareNow

FixMedicareNow.org
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New Members:

Rannie AlSamkari, MD
Orthopaedic Hand Surgery
The Gates Hand Center, Orthocollier
681 Goodlette Rd N Ste 220
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 263-4511 Fax: (239) 263-5562
Board Certified: General Surgery;

 Surgery of the Hand

Mazen S Albaghdadi, MD
Cardiovascular Disease
NCH Physician Group
399 9th St N #300
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 624-4200
Board Certified: Internal Medicine;    

 Cardivascular Disease; Interventional Cardiology

Angelo J Babbo, DO
NCH Physician Group
40 S Heathwood Dr Ste A Bldg B
Marco Island, FL 34145
Phone: (239) 624-8180 Fax: (239) 624-8181
Board Certified: Family Medicine

Bruce P Bordlee, MD
Proscan Imaging
2320 Vanderbilt Beach Rd
Naples, FL 34109
Phone: (239) 624-4446 Fax: (239) 624-6661
Board Certified: Interventional Radiology; 
Diagnostic Radiology

Daniela Burchhardt, MD
Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
1333 3rd Ave S Ste 201
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 307-4605
Board Certified: Otolaryngology; Facial Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery

Matthew DeNunzio, MD
Wellspan Medical Services
599 9th St N Ste 308
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 643-7888 Fax: (239) 643-4744
Board Certified: Internal Medicine

Michael A Hellman, DO
Diane J Brzezinski, DO
1250 Pine Ridge Rd Ste 101A
Naples, FL 34108
Phone: (239) 261-9990 Fax: (239) 261-9993
Board Certified: Internal Medicine

MeMber News

Jeffrey Lieberman, MD
Proscan Imaging
1020 Crosspointe Dr Ste 103
Naples, FL 34110
Phone: (239) 624-4446 Fax: (239) 624-4441
Board Certified: Diagnostic Radiology

Ryan N Perdzock, MD
Hospice and Palliative Medicine
Avow Hospice
1095 Whippoorwill Ln
Naples, FL 34105
Phone: (239) 261-4404 Fax: (239) 593-5854

Stephen J Pomeranz, MD
Radiology
Proscan Imaging
1020 Crosspointe Dr Ste 103
Naples, FL 34110
Phone: (239) 624-4443 Fax: (239) 624-4401
Board Certified: Diagnostic Radiology;   

 Neuroradiology

Michael F Shriver, MD
Diagnostic Radiology
Proscan Imaging
1020 Crosspointe Dr Ste 103
Naples, FL 34110
Phone: (239) 624-4446 Fax: (239) 624-4441
Board Certified: Nuclear Medicine

Nisha P Warrier, MD
Frantz EyeCare
2500 Goodlette-Frank Rd
Naples, FL 34103
Phone: (239) 418-0999 Fax: (239) 418-0091
Board Certified: Ophthalmology

Joined Practices:

Herbert S Gates, MD
Orthopaedic Surgery 
The Gates Hand Center, Orthocollier
A Division of Neuroscience and Spine Associates PL
681 Goodlette Rd N Ste 220
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 263-4511 Fax: (239) 263-5562 

Carissa A Summa, DO
Dermatology
Houck Dermatology
10200 Arcos Ave Ste 201
Estero, FL 33928
Phone: (239) 390-3376

continued on page 7
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A Message from the 66th CCMS Board President
Gary Swain, MD, Board President, Collier County Medical Society

[Adapted from Dr. Swain’s 
Installation Address at the 
CCMS Annual Meeting, 
June 10th.]

I would like to thank Dr. 
Joshua Lenchus, FMA 
President for his presentation 
and the installation of our 
officers. The society would 
like to thank our sponsors for 
making this event possible, 
especially Arthrex, for the 
wonderful venue. I would 
also like to congratulate our 

Physician of the Year, Dr. Nena Korunda, and our Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner, Dr. Wallace McLean. 

I want to thank our members for trusting me and our board by 
electing us to these offices. We will strive to be worthy during 
this coming year. I would also like to thank my wife, who has 
had to share me with my practice and with the CCMS more 
frequently than she deserves. I would not be here without 
her support. Finally, I would like to thank April Donahue, 
executive director and Nancy Wood, executive assistant, whose 
efforts keep the medical society running smoothly and have 
made this meeting possible.

Each prior president and board member has faced unique trials, 
ranging from hospital leadership issues to pandemic challenges. 
I believe we are facing a new challenge. To paraphrase a quote 
from Joseph Chamberlain in 1898, I feel that we find ourselves 
“Living in interesting times.” The COVID pandemic challenged 
us medically but also impacted our patients’ faith in the science 
of medicine in general. Whether this loss of confidence in the 
medical profession was caused by politics or not, we now have 
politicians placing themselves between the physician and the 
patient. It was clear to me from the last board meeting that just 
as we come here from different religions, we also come from 
different political viewpoints. 

Having said that, I believe that our responsibilities as 
your board of directors lie in the mission and vision of this 
organization. The mission statement, “to serve the needs of our 
physician members so they can better serve the needs of the 
community,” and the vision to “help physicians practice high-
quality medicine in our community,” should guide us in our 
actions as your board of directors. I believe these sentiments 
are directing us to protect the patient-physician relationship. 
As your delegates to the FMA, we will endeavor to preserve this 
relationship while avoiding undue political influence. As your 
representatives, we encourage you to forward your concerns to 
us so we can better represent the views of the membership at 
these meetings and to our legislature.

One issue that your board will present to the FMA this year 
regards the protection of physicians in providing care to our 
patients. This resolution recommends the FMA oppose any 

efforts to criminalize the actions of physicians due to educating, 
counseling, or treating patients, again trying to protect the 
patient-physician relationship. To review all the resolutions 
submitted to the FMA, go to https://bit.ly/42QJZzH.

I feel that we need to recognize the efforts of the membership 
committee, currently under the leadership of Dr. Jose Baez. 
This committee has increased the participation of Collier 
County physicians to 129% of the number we had in 
2016, despite the distractions of a pandemic and two major 
hurricanes. The membership numbers have increased from 567 
to 730 currently. We are continuing our efforts to increase the 
membership.

Our physician wellness program has proven very successful, 
with almost 700 sessions from March 2017 through May 
2023. This program was implemented to support the mental 
health of our members and has been replicated successfully by 
other county societies. 

I also want to recognize the Foundation of CCMS as they 
complete their tenth year of service. The Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) that was formed to provide support and leadership 
to programs that address access to healthcare and promote 
health education. The Foundation awarded over $24,500 in 
scholarships in 2022 to students in healthcare-related fields. 
They have also contributed to the physician wellness program 
and grass-root organizations such as the Physician Led Access 
Network of Collier County (PLAN).

Other committees that support our core values of Collegiality, 
Professionalism, Leadership, Advocacy, Education, 
Communication, and the maintenance of Physician Wellness 
include:

• The Legislative Committee, which monitors legislative
sessions and strives to educate our legislators on issues
affecting the medical profession. Such matters have
included scope of practice creep by allied health personnel,
insurance preauthorization process, and transparency in
medical billing.

• The Programs Committee, which plans the various
meetings we enjoy such as the New Members Reception,
the Fall Membership Meeting, After 5 Socials, and many
other CCMS events throughout the year. These events are
designed to improve our collegiality and provide networking 
opportunities.

Overall, there are many opportunities for individuals who want 
to show leadership in supporting our medical community. 
Please join any of the available activities where you have an 
interest. Contact April if you would like to join a committee or 
function that suits your strengths.

Again, I want to thank you all for your involvement and look 
forward to the upcoming year.
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Servicing All of  Florida 

 
CONTACT US 

417.693.2303 

arcmedicalrealty.com 
Jared@ArcMedRealty.com 

 Curve Your Success Through Real Estate  

• Asset Analysis & Opinion of 
Value 

• Hold Vs Sell 

• Purchase Vs Lease 

• Real estate in practice 
transitions 

• Renovation vs Relocation 

• New Construction 

development evaluations 

• Lease negotiations 

• Sale/leaseback strategies 

• Site selection 

• demographics 
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continued on page 7

CCMS Honors Leaders at the 2023 CCMS Annual Meeting
Zubin Pachori, MD 
Vice President 
Dr. Pachori is a Hospital Medicine 
Physician, practicing in Collier County 
since 2012. He was raised in Florida and 
is a graduate of Florida Atlantic University. 
He received his medical degree from 
Ross University School of Medicine, and 

completed his residency at Stamford Hospital/Columbia 
University College of Physicians and Surgeons Program 
in Family Medicine. He is one of the founders of Premier 
Inpatient Partners, and has been involved with several hospital 
committees. At home he enjoys spending time with his two 
sons and his wife.

George Brinnig, MD 
Treasurer 
Dr. Brinnig continues his 30+ year career 
as a general ophthalmologist. He has 
practiced in numerous settings including 
solo practice in California, large group in 
Massachusetts, and single specialty group 
in Connecticut. He has served in several 

organized medicine venues including governing boards of the 
California Medical Association, Stanislaus County Medical 
Society (also as President and CEO), and New Haven County 
Medical Society. His BS is from SUNY Albany, PhD from 
UC Berkeley, MD from UC Davis, and MMM from Carnegie 
Mellon. He enjoys inventing, foreign language, and travel.

Jose M. Baez, MD  
Secretary
Dr. Baez is a board-certified internist 
with a private practice in North Naples. 
He attended medical school at Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine and completed 
his Internal Medicine residency at Bronx 
Lebanon Hospital Center. While in private 

practice in Connecticut, he was Assistant Clinical Professor 
at University of Connecticut’s School of Medicine. Dr. Baez 
has served on numerous hospital committees and medical 
association boards. For the past few years, he has chaired the 
CCMS Membership Committee and served as a delegate to 
the FMA. Dr. Baez has completed 7 New York City Marathons 
and a Chicago Marathon.

Glenn E. Groat, MD 
Officer/Director at Large
Dr. Groat received his undergraduate 
degree in Kinesiology and Psychology from 
the University of Colorado at Boulder 
and his medical degree from the SUNY 
Upstate Medical University. He completed 
his internship at the Mary Imogene Bassett 

Hospital for Diagnostic Radiology and residency in Radiology 
at SUNY Upstate Medical University. Dr. Groat then 
completed a Fellowship in Body Imaging and Intervention 
Radiology at the Cedars Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. 

More than 200 members and guests enjoyed networking and 
recognizing their colleagues at the Medical Society’s 66th 
Annual Meeting, June 10th at Arthrex One Conference 
Center. Dr. Rebecca Smith, outgoing president passed the 
gavel to Dr. Gary Swain, who began his one-year term as the 
66th CCMS board president; the 2023-24 board of directors 
took office; and CCMS awarded Dr. Nena Korunda the 9th 
Annual CCMS Physician of the Year and Dr. Wallace McLean 
a Lifetime Achievement Award. CCMS also recognized 
Southwest Florida Physicians Association for their 6 years of 
supporting the CCMS Physician Wellness Program, with a 
total of $112,000 contributed, and the 10th Anniversary of 
the Foundation of CCMS.

Thank you to the Annual Meeting presenting sponsors 
GenesisCare, GenesisCare Network Physicians, and Inspire 
Oncology/Magnolia Breast Center; major sponsors Apex 
Brain & Spine, Community Healthcare Partners, Lake 
Michigan Credit Union, Markham Norton Mosteller Wright, 
Privia Health, Quarles Law Firm, and  Truist Wealth; and to 
our supporters Creative Scripts Compounding Pharmacy and 
Physician Facilitator Services.

2023-2024 CCMS Board of Directors:

Gary D. Swain, MD 
President 
Dr. Swain attended the Univ. 
of Nevada School of Medicine, 
where he was elected to Alpha 
Omega Alpha. He completed 
his residency in Family Medicine 
at David Grant USAF Medical 
Center at Travis Air Force Base, 
California, and a Fellowship in 
Academic Medicine at the Univ. 
of California, San Francisco. 

Following his training, he was stationed in southern Italy, 
where he was the Chief of Clinical Services at the San Vito Air 
Station. Dr. Swain also spent time in Zagreb, Croatia, working 
in a MASH unit during the war between the Bosnians and 
Croatians. He later returned to a faculty position at the Travis 
AFB residency program and held an appointment as an 
assistant clinical professor at the Univ. of California, Davis, 
School of Medicine before retiring as a Lt Colonel. 

After his military retirement, he practiced in Decatur, TX, for 
12 years before moving to Naples, FL. In Naples, Dr. Swain 
first accepted a position with NCH Healthcare System as a 
primary care physician, later transitioning into a concierge 
practice. He is happily married to Karen Swain, and together 
they have six children and nine grandchildren.
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He is board certified by the American Board of Radiology and is 
a member of the American College of Radiology. He is currently 
the Assistant Managing Partner at Radiology Regional.

Alexandra R. Grace, DO
Director at Large
Dr. Grace received her BS in Psychobiology 
at Univ. of Miami. She completed both 
a doctor of osteopathic and master’s in 
public health at Nova Southeastern, 
residency in internal medicine at Mount 
Sinai, and gastroenterology fellowship at 

St. John Macomb Oakland, Michigan. She is dual boarded 
in internal medicine and gastroenterology. After 7 years of 
hospital employed practice, Dr. Grace started her private 
gastroenterology practice in 2022, Gastroenterology Specialists 
of Southwest Florida. She has been a member of CCMS for 8 
years, is former chief of medicine at Physicians Regional, past 
CCMS nominating committee chair, and an FMA delegate 
since 2021. 

Erik D. Hiester, DO 
Director at Large
Dr. Hiester is board certified by the American 
Osteopathic Board of Family Physicians 
and by the American Board of Family 
Medicine. He is an Assistant Professor of 
Family Medicine at Univ. of Central Florida 
College of Medicine. Dr. Hiester received 

a Bachelor and Master of Science in Biomedical Engineering 
at the Univ. of Miami and a Doctor of Osteopathic medicine 
degree at the Kansas City Univ. of Medicine and Biosciences. 
He completed a residency in family medicine in Binghamton, 
New York, and a fellowship in interventional pain medicine at 
Emory Medical School in Atlanta, Georgia. He is employed at 
NCH as a concierge physician working with his wife, Karen 
Hiester, DO. 

Rebecca G. Smith, MD 
Immediate Past President
Dr. Smith is the Program Director of the 
Patty Baker Outpatient Palliative Care 
and Inpatient Palliative programs of NCH 
Healthcare System. She earned her BS in 
Biology and MS in Physiology from The 
Pennsylvania State University, and MD 

from St. George’s University School of Medicine. Dr. Smith 
began her internship in Internal Medicine and residency in 
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (PM&R) at Louisiana 
State University Medical Center, completed at Temple 
University Hospital. She completed a Pain Medicine fellowship 
at Harvard Medical School and is Board Certified in PM&R, 
Hospice & Palliative Care Medicine, and Pain Medicine. She 
has co-authored peer-reviewed publications and teaches at St. 
George’s School of Medicine.

continued from page 6

Rafael C. Haciski, MD Rebecca J. Witherell, MD

FMA Alternate Delegates for CCMS:

Ex-officio Board Members:

Michael Schoeller, DO
Resident Physician

Representative

April Donahue 
CCMS Exec. Director

continued from page 3

Joined Practices cont.:

Santiago H Chahwan, MD and Alvaro J Zamora, MD 
Vascular Surgery
NCH Rooney Heart Institute
399 9th St N #300
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 624-4286 Fax: (239) 624-7671

New Practice:

Vinay M Patel, MD and Vishal P Patel, DO - Internal Medicine
and Mazen Albeldawi, MD - Gastroenterology  
Meliora Healthcare
708 Goodlette Frank Rd 2nd Fl
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 291-7005 Fax: (239) 241-6284

New Addresses: 

Todd D Brodie, MD 
Endocrine Specialist PA
661 Goodlette Rd N Ste 104
Naples, FL 34102

Rafael C Haciski, MD
Advanced Gynecology Inc.
625 9th St N Ste 201
Naples, FL 34102
Phone: (239) 692-9699 Fax: (888) 951-6363

Newly Retired:

Maria E Santiago, MD
Jorge A Valle, MD

In Memoriam:

Allison Nist, MD
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Florida Medical Association Supports Resolution on Medicare Physician 
Payment Reform by the American Medical Association

Florida Medical Association (FMA) President Joshua Lenchus, 
D.O., and Chair of the FMA’s delegation to the American 
Medical Association (AMA), Corey Howard, M.D., praised 
the national organization for adopting a resolution entitled 
‘Physician Payment Reform’ which aims to achieve predictable, 
sustainable, and fair physician payment through Medicare.   
 
“The resolution brought forth by 11 states, including Florida 
and several specialty societies recognizes that Medicare 
physician payment reform is of critical importance to allow 
medical professionals to be made whole for the care they give 
to their patients, so that Florida doctors may do what they do 
best; practice medicine,” said FMA President, Joshua Lenchus, 
D.O.
 
“As Chair of the Florida Delegation to the AMA, this is a top 
priority not only here in Florida, but across the country. We 
must ensure that physician payments are updated annually at 
least equal to the annual percentage increase in the Medicare 
Economic Index, and rates are sufficient to cover the full 
cost of sustainable medical practice. This is a step in the right 
direction.” said Dr. Corey Howard. [Editor’s note, Dr. Howard 
is a past CCMS and FMA president.]
  
AMA EFFORTS ON MEDICARE PAYMENT REFORM
 
RESOLVED, That our American Medical Association declare 
Medicare physician payment reform as an urgent advocacy and 
legislative priority for our AMA; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That our AMA prioritize significant increases in 
funding for federal and state advocacy budgets specifically allocated 
to achieve Medicare physician payment reform to ensure that 
physician payments are updated annually at least equal to the 
annual percentage increase in the Medicare Economic Index; and 
be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That our AMA Board of Trustees report back to the 
House of Delegates at each annual and interim meeting on the 
progress of our AMA in achieving Medicare payment reform until 
predictable, sustainable, fair physician payment is achieved. 
 
The newly adopted AMA Policy D-390.922 to read as follows: 
 
Physician Payment Reform and Equity, D-390.922 Our AMA 
will implement a comprehensive advocacy campaign, including a 
sustained national media strategy engaging patients and physicians 
in promoting Medicare physician payment reform, to achieve 
enactment of reforms to the Medicare physician payment system 
consistent with AMA policy and in accord with the principles 
(Characteristics of a Rational Medicare Payment System) endorsed 
by over 120 state and medical specialty 45 Federation of Medicine 
members.  Reference Committee B (A-23)
 

RESOLVED, That our AMA reaffirm AMA Policy H-390-849, 
“Physician Payment Reform,” which states, among other things, 
that our AMA will advocate for the development and adoption 
of physician payment reforms that are designed with input from 
the physician community, do not require budget neutrality within 
Medicare Part B, and are based on payment rates that are sufficient 
to cover the full cost of sustainable medical practice.

Dr. Corey Howard Dr. Joshua Lenchus
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Thank You to the 2022-2023 Board of Directors:
President: Rebecca Smith, MD

Vice President: Gary Swain, MD
Treasurer: Zubin Pachori, MD
Secretary: George Brinnig, MD

Immediate Past President: Alejandro Perez-Trepichio, MD
Officer/Director at Large: Jose Baez, MD

Directors at Large: Glenn Groat, MD, Alexandra Grace, DO
Ex Officio Directors: April Donahue, Executive Director, CCMS

CCMS Alliance Board Liaison: Michael Witte, DO, Resident Physician Representative

VISION
Helping Physicians Practice High Quality Medicine in Our Community

MISSION
Serve the needs of our physician members so they can better serve the needs of the community

CORE VALUES
Collegiality, Professionalism, Leadership, Advocacy, Education,

Communication, Physician Wellness

Collier County Medical Society
2022-2023 Annual Report



Outgoing President’s Address
Rebecca Smith,  MD

I believe every CCMS President begins their year with the goal to do a great job serving 
the CCMS community. They also start their year with some anxiety about what is 
“in store” for the year to come. Since my service as a CCMS Board Member began 
in 2017-18, I have been part of yearly challenges including Hurricane Irma, Collier 
County Community outrage over the proposed changes to the admission policy of 
NCH, COVID-19 pandemic, and during my year as President, Hurricane Ian. We 
did not have another revolution within our healthcare systems this year, and I am truly 
thankful for this! We also did not have the extreme public controversy that we had 
during the heart of the COVID-19 pandemic. These were challenges that our past 
Presidents handled with eloquence. Our 2022-23 year did have the disruption and 
challenges associated with Hurricane Ian and need for CCMS advocacy with the Collier 
County Commissioners regarding the county’s mental health receiving facility and the 

Collier County Patient Bill of Rights ordinance and resolution as mentioned in past articles of The Forum. 

My initial intention was to write an article regarding “Physician Heroes” and learn more throughout the year about 
who has inspired our CCMS medical community to be physicians and/or specialists. Many feel that respect for 
physicians and the medical community has been tarnished since the politicalization of medicine during the COVID-19 
pandemic. What can we do to restore the trust and respect for physicians? I believe I will return to my initial goal of 
reflecting on our inspirations to enter the field of medicine to answer this question. We have all had mentors who have 
helped shape our perspectives on medicine and our values to be a good physician. Many were high achievers, active in 
their communities and serve(d) as role models. 

My inspiration to enter the field of medicine was Dr. Augusto N. Delerme. He was my best childhood friend’s father 
and the physician who delivered me. I include this in my article to illustrate how we physicians can make a difference, 
not only in our patients’ lives, but in the lives of our community. We can inspire and mentor others. Our families 
can make a difference as well. For me, Dr. Delerme and his family set a high standard. Times have changed, but we 
can still learn from our predecessors. We can emulate their contributions and work ethic. The profession of medicine 
and the role of the physician need to be respected. Pakistani Beggar King Hussein Nishah (1538-1599) wrote “Treat 
people the way you want to be treated. Talk to people the way you want to be talked to. Respect is earned, not given”. 
I recommend that we reflect on our past inspirations and their values and consider ways that we do and/or can make 
a meaningful difference for our community, practice, and profession. 

I leave my year’s role as President of CCMS Board of Directors in good hands with an energetic and passionate leader, 
Dr. Gary Swain, and “The A TEAM” Board of Directors who are truly dedicated to serving our CCMS community 
of physicians and CCMS mission. I’d like to express my gratitude for the ongoing input from Past Presidents: Dr. 
James Talano, Dr. Rafael Haciski, Dr. Catherine Kowal, Dr. Cesar De Leon, Dr. Rebekah Bernard, and Dr. Alejandro 
Perez-Trepichio. Of course, our CCMS is blessed with the assistance of April Donahue, Executive Director, and Nancy 
Wood, Executive Assistant. “Teamwork makes the dream work”!

CCMS, thank you for your support. It has been a privilege to serve as 2022-23 President of the CCMS Board of 
Directors. I look forward to continued service to CCMS. 
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CCMS Annual Highlights
 Resuming normal in-person member activities without needing COVID-19 precautions.
 Supporting colleagues and our community in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian.
 Educating Collier County Commissioners on important issues that affect the practice of medicine and public safety, including 

more local mental health services and affordable living for all healthcare workers.
 Participating in state legislative efforts, such as voicing our members’ concerns at the Florida Medical Association Annual

Meeting and meeting with Senate President Kathleen Passidomo.
 Continuing to grow our membership roster, which has increased by more than 44% since 2013.
 Extending our trend of increased net assets, with an increase of approximately 200% over the last 10 years.
 Providing 135 confidential, cost-free psychological counseling sessions for physician members through the CCMS Physician

Wellness program.
 Continuing to assist physicians and patients with CCMS member physician referrals via the CCMS member physician

directory, our online “find a doctor” search, and phone calls to CCMS.
 Supporting the efforts of the Foundation of CCMS to sustain their charitable activities in healthcare, and the CCMS

Political Action Committee, to help elect medicine-friendly candidates for state and local office.
 Celebrating our 66th Anniversary at our 2022 Annual Meeting, as well as the 10th employment anniversary of executive

assistant Nancy Wood.

Thank you to all our CCMS members for being part of your local medical society and supporting our mission, your participation 
helps to make our efforts and activities possible.

Membership
Total Membership 2022-2023: 749

New Members, April 2022-March 2023: 
Mohammed Ahsan, MD
John Allonce, MD
Zackary Anderson, DO
Lismarie Andino, MD
Angela Babbo, MD
Jay Barnett, MD
Brett Beecher, MD
Shauni Bobbs, DO
Andrew Bonett, MD
Kevin Boyd, MD
Don Bradke, MD
George Bronsky, MD
Alina Chevtsov, DO
Stefanie Colavito, MD
Keith Cornel, DO
Wael Dakkak, MD
Bre Ana David, MD
Andre Davies, MD
Brittany Davis, MD
Eric Dean, DO
Robert Dean, MD
Benjamin Ditty, MD
Denise Drago, MD
Sergio Dromi, MD
Amira Elgogary, MD
Richard Genato, MD
Nickolas Goranov, MD
Robert Hamm, MD
William Hasbun, MD
Rajeev Herekar, DO

Neesha Hira, DO
Vanessa Hoytfox, MD
Paul Hurd, MD
Gennadiy (Gene) Katsevman, MD
Amer Ali Mohammad Khader, MBBCH
Tareq Khader, MD
Sikandar Khan, MD
Benjamin Lehmkuhl, DO
Aditi Lele, DO
David Lobb, MD
Chanci Lopez, MD
Linda Lu, MD
Stefan Lugo, MD
Ronald Maceyko, MD
Diana Macian, MD
Tam Mai, MD
Nicole Mamprejew, MD
Kristin Mascotti, MD
Paige McMahon, MD
John Miller, MD
Diana Miranda, MD
Bijan Moradi, MD
Phillip Mote, MD
Fatema Omran, MD
Tankut Onal, MD
Aileen Padilla, DO
Rachel Pandit, MD
Eliot Parascandolo, MD
Vinay Patel, MD
Vishal Patel, DO

Ivana Paz, MD
Ashley Pezzi, MD
Todd Pezzi, MD
Vincent Picascio, MD
Noeli Pinelo Nicholson, MD
Mary Ravelo, MD
James Redinski, DO
Lina Sakr, MD
Katherine Salim, DO
Silvano Samartine, MD
Ivan Samcam, MD
Sanjivani  Sathe, MD
Kristen Schmits, MD
Benjamin Schnee, DO
Khurram Shafique, MD
Jennifer Sherwin, MD
Adam Shir, MD
Juan Sierra David, MD
Liuba Soldatova, MD
Brandon Steingold, DO
Carissa Summa, DO
Robert Swift, DO
Kim Truong, MD
Tina Venetos, MD
Dhiran Verghese, MD
Vencut Viewly, DO
Gary Webb, MD
Bryan Witt, DO
Ashley Wood, MD
Jack Zepeda, MD
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CCMS Annual Report (cont.)
Income and Expenses

Collier County Medical Society
April Donahue, Executive Director

88 12th St N, Unit 200, Naples, FL 34102
(239) 435-7727 • fax: (239) 435-7790

info@ccmsonline.org • www.ccmsonline.org

Thank You to
2022-2023 Committees

To join a committee, email april@ccmsonline.org or call 239-435-7727

Diversity, Health Equity, & 
Inclusion Ad-Hoc
Dr. Shawn Khan, Chair
Dr. Nena Korunda, Vice-
Chair
Dr. Todd Brodie
Dr. Corin DeChirico
Dr. Lindita Hobdari
Dr. Ryan Holbrook
Dr. Susan Liberski

FMA Delegates
Dr. Rebecca Smith, Chair
Dr. George Brinnig
Dr. Alexandra Grace
Dr. Glenn Groat
Dr. Zubin Pachori
Dr. Alejandro Perez-Trepichio
Dr. Gary Swain
Dr. Rafael Haciski (Alternate)
Dr. Erik Hiester (Alternate)

Grievances
Dr. Richard Pagliara, Chair
Dr. Thomas Elkins
Dr. Alan Galbut
Dr. Wendy Humphrey
Dr. David Wilkinson

Health Insurance Co-Op 
Dr. Pavan Anand, Trustee
Julie Guerra
Joan Koop
Dr. Eric Hochman
Jim Talano

Legislative
Dr. Alejandro Perez-Trepichio, Chair
Dr. Debra Bailey
Dr. Rafael Haciski
Dr. Zubin Pachori
Dr. James Talano
Dr. Mitchell Zeitler

Membership
Dr. Jose Baez, Chair
Dr. Jon Berlie

Dr. Rafael Haciski
Dr. Erik Hiester
Dr. Paul Jones
Dr. Stephen Schwartz
Dr. James Talano

Nominating
Dr. Rebecca Smith, Chair
Dr. Jon Berlie
Dr. Nena Korunda
Dr. Gary Swain
Dr. James Talano

Physician Wellness 
Dr. Rebekah Bernard, Chair
Dr. Amy Chappell
Dr. Jeffrey Fabacher
Dr. Corey Howard
Dr. Paul Jones
Dr. Catherine Kowal
Dr. Sajan Rao

Programs Committee 
Dr. Catherine Kowal, Chair
Dr. Elizabeth Arguelles
Dr. Cesar De Leon
Dr. Glenn Groat
Dr. Rebecca Smith
Dr. Gary Swain
Dr. Marilyn Varcoe

Women’s Health Forum
Dr. Catherine Kowal, Chair
Dr. Caroline Cederquist
Dr. Carmella Fernandez
Dr. Susan Liberski
Dr. Joseph Magnant
Dr. Rebecca Smith
Dr. Liuba Soldatova
Dr. Kim Truong
Dr. Marilyn Varcoe
Dr. Theresa Vensel 

The Forum Magazine
Editorial Board 
Dr. Rebekah Bernard, Editor
Dr. George Brinnig, Assistant Editor

CCMS PAC Report 2022-2023
The CCMS Political Action Committee (PAC) provides funds 
to local and state candidates who are physician and patient 
friendly. CCMS members and spouses are encouraged to 
contribute $100 each to the PAC to help make an impact on 
elections in Collier County and Florida. The 2024 elections 
are coming soon, and it is vital that Collier County physicians 
participate in the process so their voices are heard. Contact 
CCMS or visit ccmsonline.org/membership to contribute.

Your PAC had $3,450 in income last fiscal year (down slightly) 
and $4,500 in expenses, with a bank balance of $6,816 on 
March 31st. The PAC board’s primary goal was to distribute 
funds saved for the 2022 elections, and made financial 
contributions to the candidates who had a positive voting 
record and/or excelled in their interviews with the board. Those 
candidates included Reg Buxton for County Commission 
District 2, Penny Taylor and Michelle McLeod for District 
4, and State Senators Kathleen Passidomo and Gayle Harrell. 
The PAC also contributed to Senator Passidomo’s “Working 
Together for Florida PAC”.

If you have questions about the CCMS PAC, contact any 
of the PAC Board: Dr. Rolando Rivera – Chair/Treasurer, 
Dr. Mitchell Zeitler, Dr. Julian Javier, Dr. Catherine Kowal, 
CCMS Alliance representative Catherine Campbell, or April 
Donahue at CCMS. Thank you to all our PAC contributors 
and future contributors. 
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Net Assets Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 2022:  $502,837
*Based on unreviewed financial statements, pending CPA review

Income

Expenses

56%

18%

25%
1%

Income

Member Dues

Member Events/Programs

Publications

Administrative/Interest

66%

19%

10%
4%

1%

Operating Expenses

Member Events/Programs

Publications

Travel/Seminars/Meetings

Donations/Gifts
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LMCU’s commercial loans are a healthy choice.

Whether you’re looking to expand or buy new equipment, LMCU’s experienced, 
local lenders will work directly with you on your schedule. We’ll provide 
personalized solutions with competitive rates
and flexible terms that meet your needs.

It all starts with a simple conversation LMCU.org/SunilMuley
Sunil Muley
(239) 919-1361
Sunil.Muley@LMCU.org

Is your dermatology practice
financing due for a closer look?

12485 CCMS Ad Dermatologist 7.5x4.5.pdf   1   6/1/23   3:07 PM

600 Goodlette Rd. N. # 108 | Naples, FL  34102 | Mon – Fri 9am – 6pm

P: 239.261.0050    F: 239.261.0017

$25 OFF
Your First Rx Transfer

Mention Ad

FREE LOCAL SHIPPING

PCCA
P R O U D  M E M B E R

™ Jerry Meloche, Pharm D  |  Lisa Meloche, Pharm D

Compounded Medications

Natives Serving Naples Since 2005

• Bio-identical Hormone Replacement
Therapy for both Men & Women

• Dermatology

• ENT

• Thyroid

• Pediatrics

• Pain Management

• Dental

• Podiatry

• Veterinary

• Low Dose Naltrexone (LDN)

• Commercially Unavailable Medication

• And much more!

• Pharmaceutical-Grade
Nutritional Supplements

• Health Advice and Private
Consultations for both
Patients and Physicians



Page 14 THE FORUM • JUL/AUG 2023

Foundation of CCMS 2022 Annual Report
Rolando Rivera, M.D., Foundation Chair

I am happy to provide 
the 2022 report from 
our Medical Society’s 
501c3 charitable arm, the 
Foundation of CCMS. Our 
first full year after the worst 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
allowed us to resume more 
in-person fundraising events 
to sustain our support 
of scholarships to future 
medical professionals and 
donations to local healthcare 
programs in need, and we 

were fortunate that none were impacted by Hurricane Ian. 

We awarded 5 scholarships in 2022 totaling over $24,500. The 
awards included the newly renamed Dr. William and Nancy 
Lascheid Memorial Scholarship, after Nancy Lascheid sadly 
passed in August 2022. This scholarship honors their service in 
co-founding the Neighborhood Health Clinic and is awarded 
to medical students who are Florida residents and excel in 
community service. Award recipient Yordan Urrutia is from 
Naples and a student at Florida State University College of 
Medicine.

Read more about all our 2022 winners, and soon our 2023 
winners, at ccmsfoundation.org/#scholarships, where 
interested applicants can also download applications for next 
year’s scholarships, which will be due March 31, 2024. 

Our 9th Anniversary Docs & Duffers charity golf tournament 
was held September 24, 2022, with an awards banquet 
luncheon as in pre-COVID years, and a raffle. We welcomed 
116 golfers who enjoyed a wonderful day outdoors at Bonita 
Bay Club Naples winning prizes and raising funds for the 
Foundation. We were fortunate to have 20 sponsors, 27 prize 
donors, and 21 volunteers supporting the event, which raised 
nearly $28,000 in net proceeds.

We also raised funds with a wine dinner fundraiser in August 
at Bar Tulia Mercato, a virtual wine pull fundraiser in the fall, 
raffle fundraisers at a variety of CCMS member events, and 
at the 2022 CCMS Women’s Health Forum with attendee 
donations and a portion of the sponsorship proceeds.

Another highlight was our continued support of the CCMS 
Physician Wellness Program, with a grant of $2,500 (issued 
in early 2023). This important initiative to help our members 
treat and prevent burnout is critical to improving access to 
quality healthcare in our community, particularly during 
the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, when the program extended 
services to non-member physicians in the community. 

As we look ahead, 2023 is our 10th year of operating, and 
to help celebrate this anniversary, we are asking CCMS 
members and our partners to consider making a pledge to 

the Foundation that can be paid over the next 4 years. Please 
contact the CCMS office for details. One of our goals is to 
continue building the endowment fund we launched in 2017, 
managed by the Community Foundation of Collier County, 
which helps create long-term sustainability. Supporters can 
provide their gifts in a variety of ways – financial, property, 
planning giving, and more. 

Gross revenue for 2022 was over $77,000, including donations 
from members and friends, support from CCMS, and 
fundraising events. Total expenses for 2022 were approximately 
$36,000, including programming expenses, our scholarships, 
and low operations costs. At the end of our fiscal year, our 
balance of total assets was up to nearly $84,000, with favorable 
gains in our endowment. 

Thank you to all the member physicians and friends of the 
Foundation who have made contributions since our founding. 
Your support is critical to our success, and we look forward to 
continued growth for the years to come. We encourage all our 
members to consider the Foundation in your charitable giving 
plans. You can donate at ccmsfoundation.org or call us at 239-
435-7727 for details. 

We also invite everyone to participate in our upcoming 10th 
Annual Docs & Duffers golf tournament and raffle, Saturday, 
September 30, at Kensington Golf & Country Club. You are 
welcome to golf, be a sponsor, volunteer, raffle entrant (need 
not be present to win), and/or donate prizes. Register or learn 
more about the tournament and raffle at ccmsfoundation.org.

Please contact any one of the FCCMS board members for 
information on the Foundation’s activities and mission, or 
reach out to April at the CCMS office, (239) 435-7727 or 
april@ccmsonline.org. We also hope you will follow us on 
Facebook, fb.com/ccmsfoundation. On behalf of all of us, 
thank you again and we look forward to working with you to 
improve the health of our community.

Thank you to the 2022 Foundation Board Members:
Rolando Rivera, MD, Chair
Jeremy Darstek, Treasurer/Secretary
Rebekah Bernard, MD
Joshua Bialek
Reisha Brown, MD
Mitchell Dannenberg
April Donahue
Catherine Kowal, MD
Karen Mosteller

Our mission: Provide support and leadership to 
programs that address access to healthcare 

and promote health education.
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Towards Making Stage 4 Cancer to the Brain and Spine a Chronic Disease
Amanda Sacino, MD-PhD and Gregory Cannarsa, MD

Metastatic disease to the brain and 
spine is unfortunately common in
oncology patients. Due to the growing 
number of treatment options for brain 
and spine metastases, treatment and 
management is best performed via a 
multi-disciplinary approach including 
neurosurgeons, medical/radiation
oncologists, neuroradiologists, primary 
care physicians, and physiatry. A
designated neuro-oncology tumor
board that meets regularly and reviews 
cases from a multi-modal approach 
is critical for targeted, individualized 
patient care. With proper care, it may be 
possible to significantly extend lifespan 
with prompt diagnosis and treatment 
of brain and spinal metastases.

Brain Metastases
• 25% of patients develop brain metastases, which are

the most common type of intracranial neoplasm,
outnumbering primary brain tumors 10:1.

• Site of origin: lung (40-50%), breast (15-25%), melanoma 
(5-20%) and renal (5-10%).

• 80% of metastases to the brain are found in the cerebral
hemispheres, with 15% in the cerebellum, and 5% in the
brainstem.

• Patient presentation is headache (70%), seizures (30-
60%), cognitive impairment (30%), and/or papilledema
(8%) in addition to focal neurologic deficits.

Spinal Metastases
• 60-70% of patients end up developing spinal metastatic

disease; however, only 10% are symptomatic.
• They originate from prostate (84%), breast (72%),

thyroid (50%), kidney (37%), pancreas (33%), and lung
(31%).

• Tumors can involve the bone (80% vertebral body, 20%
posterior elements), epidural space, leptomeninges, and
spinal cord with 95% of lesions being extradural.

• The thoracic spine is the most common site (70%),
followed by lumbar (20%), and cervical (10%).

• Patients most commonly present with back pain but can
also develop radicular pain, weakness, and numbness
pending compression of the nerves and spinal cord.

Surgical intervention for brain tumors involves biopsy and/or 
resection of the lesion. Surgery for spine metastases is more 
varied depending upon the type of tumor and the extent of 
spinal cord compression. Alternatives to surgical debulking 
include radiofrequency ablation. Treatment plans may not 
require neurosurgical intervention and may be accomplished 

with targeted radiation such as CyberKnife, cEBRT, proton 
therapy, or carbon ion therapy. Additionally, there are 
systemic molecular targeted therapies, chemotherapies, and 
immunotherapies. 

While prognosis varies depending upon the type of primary 
cancer, generally, patients have the potential for longer 
lives  with metastatic disease. We advocate for patient 
access to the best individualized care plan which includes 
providing great  care locally so patients can receive 
support from their loved  ones during their treatment with 
the comfort of being close to home.

New CCMS physician members Drs. Sacino and Cannarsa of Apex Brain & 
Spine welcome your patient referrals on Tuesday, August 1, 2023. Urgent 
consults can be requested at apexbrainandspine.com/referring-providers. 
Non-urgent consults can be requested by calling the office at (239) 
215-1808.
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Circle of Friends – A Program of Preferred Vendors
CCMS Circle of Friends program is open to businesses that can offer our members benefits and discounts. We encourage you to speak 

with these businesses that have been selected by CCMS for their outstanding services and products.

Lake Michigan Credit Union

Contact: Sunil Muley
Business Type: Banking
Phone: 239-919-1361

Sunil.Muley@lmcu.org | lmcu.org

Lake Michigan Credit Union (LMCU), established in 1933, has 
assets exceeding $12 billion and serves over 570,000 members. Every 
member receives personalized banking, borrowing, investment, 
and insurance services. CCMS members receive preferred rates on 
commercial loans and on their mortgage with our Doctor/Dentist 
mortgage program. Our MaxAdvantage program offers banking 
discounts and financial education benefits for your employees too.

Premier Circle of Friends
Markham Norton 
Mosteller Wright & 
Company

Contact: Karen Mosteller, CPA, CHBC
Business Type: Certified Public Accountants & Business Consultants
Phone: 239-261-5554 | Fax: 239-433-2824
kmosteller@markham-norton.com | markham-norton.com

Markham Norton Mosteller Wright & Company specializes in tax, 
accounting and business consulting services for Physicians and Health 
Care providers. Serving Southwest Florida since 1979, our experienced 
team can improve your profits and sharpen your competitive edge 
with a variety of services related to practice operations, strategic 
planning, human resources, tax planning and accounting services. 
CCMS members receive a complimentary assessment and 10% off 
1st personal tax return.

Cotten Medical Billing & Consulting 
Contact: Theresa Cotten
Business Type: Medical Billing
Phone: 239-645-8195
tcotten@cottenmedicalbilling.com | 

cottenmedicalbilling.com 
Cotten Medical Billing & Consulting, Inc. offers 20+ years of Medical Billing 
Experience, serving Physicians in Southwest Florida. Their client base includes 
physicians of all specialties seeking excellence in medical billing, coding, 
staffing and consultation. CCMS members receive a free soft audit of their 
current billing software.

Creative Scripts 
Contact: Jerry Meloche, Pharm.D. 
Business Type: Compounding Pharmacy 
Phone: (239) 261-0050

rx@creativescripts.net | creativescripts.net
Creative Scripts is a Naples original, family owned, compounding-only 
pharmacy. We specialize in bio-identical hormone replacement therapy 
(bHRT), dermatology, and veterinary compounding, as well as the best 
service of any pharmacy in Naples. As an added value to CCMS members, 
Creative Scripts offers a 10% discount on all compounded medications for the 
members and their direct families (wife, husband, son, daughter).

Circle of Friends

ARC Medical Realty
Contact: Jared Vandersluis 
Business Type: Real Estate

Phone: 417-693-2303
jared@arcmedrealty.com | arcmedicalrealty.com
ARC Medical Realty sets your practice up for success by locating and 
negotiating the best terms on the top properties for your medical practice. We 
connect you with a team of industry experts to get your project completed on 
time while helping you avoid costly mistakes throughout the process. CCMS 
members will receive education on setting up their practice for success.

Attorney Linda R. Minck, PL
Contact: Linda Minck
Business Type: Attorney

Phone: 239-260-5827 | Fax: 239-260-5829
linda@minck-law.com | minck-law.com
Attorney Linda Minck provides legal services to physicians and healthcare 
providers particularly in business transactions such as setting up new practices, 
buying or selling, employment agreements, and representing physicians 
with daily legal needs. CCMS members who mention their membership 
before services are rendered receive a 10% discount on the first matter of 
representation.

Stickboy 

Contact: Josh Zachritz

Business Type: Software Design / IT Support
Phone: 239-206-1193
vendors@stickboy.com | stickboy.com 

Stickboy is an award-winning custom software design and 
development studio that specializes in creative thinking, 
application development, and custom solutions that streamline 
business processes. Based in Southwest Florida, the firm services 
clients both regionally and nationally with IT and software support. 
CCMS members receive 10% off. 

CARE Professional Liability 
Association/Care Risk Retention 
Group

Contact: Jason Adams
Business Type: Medical Professional Liability Insurance
Phone: 502-208-3898
jason@care-ins.com | care-ins.com
CARE is physician-owned with 18 years of operation. CARE provides 
medical professional liability insurance in Florida and 45 other states. CARE 
is reinsured by AmTrust, which is A rated by AM Best and CARE has been 
assigned a Financial Stability Rating® of A Excellent by Demotech. CCMS 
Members receive a 5-10% discount as well as other value added programs 
including OmniSure RiskFit Membership, cybersecurity coverage, SE 
Healthcare’s Physician Burnout Program, and others.

Circle of Friends
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Gulf Coast Indoor Digital Billboards 
Contact: Shannon Tacher 
Business Type: Advertising 
Phone: 786-897-6700

shannon@gulfcoastidb.com | gulfcoastidb.com
Gulf Coast Indoor Digital Billboards connects local businesses to their 
customers through their network of Indoor Digital Billboards. This network 
of screens allows businesses to reach their customers where they work, shop, 
eat, and play. CCMS members receive 3 additional screen locations with any 
package.

Leading Edge Benefit 
Advisors

Contact: Timothy McGee
Business Type: Employee Benefits
Phone: 239-415-0101 | Fax: 239-433-1565
tim.mcgee@hubinternational.com | lebenefitadvisors.com
Leading Edge Benefit Advisors has served the Naples area for over 34 years, 
providing employee benefit and compensation solutions to local businesses. 
Leading Edge can offer an industry specific, multiple employer welfare 
arrangement (“MEWA”), allowing CCMS member private practices the 
benefit of large group medical insurance with Florida Blue for themselves, 
their staff, and families. Leading Edge also offers many physician specific 
coverages, including business overhead protection, disability coverage, and 
life insurance options.

LTCi Marketplace
Contact: Mitchell Dannenberg
Business Type: Insurance

Phone: 239-877-1688
Mitchell@LTCiMarketplace.com | ltcimarketplace.com
LTCi Marketplace provides insurance planning and consulting for clients 
looking to design strategies which can help to protect a lifetime of financial 
achievement, be that for those still at work, for business succession initiatives, 
retirement or estate needs, divorce and charitable giving. CCMS members 
receive a free review of current insurance coverages.

Meridian Financial Group
Contact: Dan Shannon
Business Type: Financial Advisors

Phone: 239-690-9820 | Fax: 239-690-9821
dan@mfgflorida.com | mfgflorida.com
We are a boutique financial services firm specializing in working with 
physicians in the areas of asset protection planning, wealth management and 
wealth transfer. Through our team of experienced advisors, and our strategic 
alliances with professionals from other industries, we can deliver customized 
solutions for our clients. Meridian Financial Group is excited to partner with 
M Financial in offering innovative financial solutions to the ultra-affluent and 
corporate markets.

Slepcevich Financial Group, LLC
Contact: William Slepcevich
Business Type: Professionals Wealth Management
Phone: 239-435-9433 | Fax: 239-435-0104
wrs@sfgnaples.com | sfgnaples.com

SFG LLC is showing our clients how they can retire comfortably on at least 
50% less in assets than they originally thought. We do that by using strategies 
the tax codes allows us to utilize that have been in the code since 1913 that 
the majority of the population knows little to nothing about. Complimentary 
first year retirement analysis, insurance audit, or business audit.

Truist Bank
Contact: Samia Rizk

Business Type: Financial
Phone: 239-248-8904
samia.rizk@truist.com | bit.ly/3gPNS36
With nearly 100 employees working in our private wealth medical specialty 
group along with a team of dedicated medical practice credit specialists, 
Truist is uniquely suited to address the challenges of managing the personal 
wealth of physicians and medical professionals as well as addressing the cash 
flow complexities associated with the running of practice. Members receive 
a customized suite of products, offering and services dedicated to physicians 
and practices.

Verita Wealth Advisory Group - Ameriprise 
Financial

Contact: Jeremy Darstek
Business Type: Financial Planning
Phone: 239-898-3836 | Fax: 239-302-5141
jeremy.darstek@ampf.com | bit.ly/3gp0Q82
Verita Wealth Advisory Group is a private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC and a financial planning practice with 
over 30 years of experience. They specialize in working with physicians 
and small business owners to integrate their unique needs with proprietary 
strategies and deliver customized solutions for each client. CCMS members 
receive a free initial consultation which includes an Investment Portfolio 
Review and 1040 Tax Return Review. They will also offer a 15% discount 
from their standard financial planning fees.

Wintrust Wealth Management 
Contact: Nina Azwoir 

Business Type: Wealth Management 
Phone: 239-687-5204, 972-697-5099 
nazwoir@wintrustwealth.com | wintrustwealth.com/nazwoir
Wintrust Wealth Management takes pride in serving sophisticated individuals 
with a special focus on the Healthcare Industry. We honor the highest standards 
of service and integrity and specialized care with your Investments, Trust and 
boutique Asset Management. CCMS members receive complimentary financial 
planning and discounted management fees.

Porter Wright 
Contact: Joshua Bialek 

Business Type: Law Firm 
Phone: 239-593-2962 | Fax: 239-593-2990 
jbialek@porterwright.com | porterwright.com
Porter Wright works with health care businesses and providers to solve 
complex legal problems, stay in compliance with regulatory obligations, and 
take advantage of growth opportunities. From labor and employment law to 
business law to litigation, our attorneys help health care clients achieve their 
goals. We are proud to have been members of the Preferred vendors program 
since 2001.

First Citizens Bank
Contact: Miranda Sharkey

Business Type: Banking 
Phone: 239-514-2237 | Fax: 239-594-9566
miranda.sharkey@firstcitizens.com | firstcitizens.com
First Citizens Bank is dedicated to building long-lasting relationships with 
individuals, small-to-midsized businesses, and professionals. Our associates 
have developed a strong expertise in meeting the financial needs of the 
medical community. Please contact us to learn more about our great rates, 
our customized approach to client service, and our comprehensive array of 
financial products. We would love to earn your business!
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CCMS Spring General Membership Meeting
Foundation of CCMS Dinner Fundraiser

CCMS After 5 Socials
CCMS Annual Meeting
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Dr. Kristina Buscaino, Dr. Alexandra Grace

Dr. David Linz, Dr. Paul Jones, Dr. David Pitts Dr. Mary Ann Ravelo, Simon Abraham Dr. Scott Fuchs, Dr. Nena Korunda -
CCMS Physician of the Year

Dr. Elizabeth Arguellas, Dr. Sonal Sura,
Dr. Anne Marie Tremaine

Dr. Rannie AlSamkari, Dr. Jerry Kumin,
Dr. Jason Freidrichs

Dr. Wallace McLean -
CCMS Lifetime Achievement Award,

Dr. Max Kamerman

Dr. Ivana Paz, Ariel Hobdari, Dr. Lindita Hobdari Dr. Rebecca Smith, Dr. James Talano Dr. William Grubbs, Connor Grubbs

Dr. Rolando Rivera, Claudia Rivera Steven Falk, Dr. Reisha Brown, Nina Azwoir,
Andy Reed
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The Foundation of Collier County Medical Society presents

Saturday, September 30, 8am-2:30pmSaturday, September 30, 8am-2:30pm
Kensington Golf & Country ClubKensington Golf & Country Club

Golfers
$195/person, $750/foursome

Docs & Duffers Docs & Duffers 20232023

Sponsors
from $550 - $4000

2700 Pine Ridge Rd Naples, FL 34109

This event is open to the public!
Register at ccmsfoundation.org
or call (239) 435-7727 or email info@ccmsonline.org

10th Annual Charity Golf Tournament & Raffle benefiting scholarships for 
future medical professionals and funding for local healthcare programs in need

Amira Choice Naples   In Memory of Nancy Lascheid   JK Technology Services   Physician Facilitator Services   Strongpoint Investment Management   PBS Contractors

Includes:
Light Breakfast  Goodie Bags
Hosted Beverages  Luncheon
Foursome & Individual Prizes

Hole Contests  and more!

Prize Donors
please call (239) 435-7727

Presenting Sponsor:

Eagle Sponsor:
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Physician Physician 
Wellness ProgramWellness Program
Featuring confidential, convenient, Featuring confidential, convenient, 

cost-free access to psychological cost-free access to psychological 
services for CCMS members.services for CCMS members.

SSuppported by:uppported by:

More Information: ccmsonline.org/physician-wellness
Confidential Appointment Line: 239-208-3984




